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“Thas 1s probably one of the worst days in the history of Springfield.”
' — Police Chief Mike Wilhoit

3 men dead, 1 critical
after bloody mornin

Deadly day in Springfield

Here's a synopsis of deadly events in Springfield yesterday, which
left three men dead and a fourth man critically wounded:

Compiled from interviews with

witnesses and Springfield police
10:26 a.m.: Police

e Memorial
Blvd.

receive a call that Steve
Head, 56, owner of the
Springfield Golf Club, is
found dead at his home at

2901 Bluebird Drive.

An

acquaintance discovered

the body.

(2] 10:30 a.m.: Paul Long,
49, owner of Long's Car
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Donnie Wilks, 43,

Staff Writer

By PATRICIA LYNCH KIMBRO
and DEBORAH HIGHLAND ;
of Middle Tennessee Community Newspapers
SPRINGFIELD —  The
screeched out of Steve Head’s Bluebird
Drive driveway and slammed on the
brakes a few yards away in front of ES.
Jones’ house. The driver was frantic.

truck

Police will need

Two revolutionary new drugs are in hospital
pharmacies this week, a tangible sign that years
of research into targeted approaches to fighting
cancer are finally paying off. On 6A

AT&T overcharges thousands
Thousands of Tennessee residents might have
been overcharged on recent phone bills because
of an admitted AT&T “billing error.” On 1E

Nashville filmmaker Bart Sibrel
thinks the moon landings were a
gigantic Cold War hoax. Astronauts
Gone Wild documents his relentless
pursuit of the Apollo astronauts,
each of whom he ambushes with a
challenge to swear on a Bible, “on
1 penalty of eternal damnation,” that
{ he walked on the moon. On 1D
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FROM PAGE ONE

Dramatic, deadly events disrupt small-town norm

Springfield folk
listen for news,
trade rumors

By CLAUDETTE RILEY
Staff Writer

SPRINGFIELD — In this quiet
town, few were left untouched by
yesterday’s string of shootings.

Many who weren't close friends
with the four local businessmen
knew them either by name or had
been to their businesses.

“This is one of the biggest things
that has ever happened here,” said
Randy Scott, an off-duty Robert-
son County sheriff's deputy. “You
have drive-bys but nothing like
this — not during the day.”

HREE CRIME SCEN

FROM PAGE 1A

- found dead at his home, 2901 Blue-
bird Drive.

e Paul Long, 49, car dealer and
repair shop owner, shot at Long’s
Auto Sales, 410 Memorial Blvd. He
remained in critical condition at

Vanderbilt Univer-
sity Medical Center
last night.

e Donnie Wilks,
43, a traveling pipe
fitter and rental
property  Owner,
g fh?ﬂuncc]i sl&?t afld

illed at the Colo-
e nial Tobacco Co.
warehouse at 12th Avenue and
Cheatham Street.

e Jerry Lam, 43, owner of Lam's
Auto Sales, found shot and killed in
the parking lot of the former Nasco
Inc. consumer textile plant, near
First Avenue West and North Oak
Street.

Lam was lying in the seat of a
green truck with the license plate
‘WILKS. Earlier, authorities had
been on the lookout for a suspect in
a similar truck with such a personal-
ized plate.

Last year, Spring-
field had two homi-
cides. Yesterday,
there were three.

“I think it would
be unusual for any
big city, let alone a
small one,” Wilhoit
said.

The shootings’ eerie effects rip-
gled across town throughout the

ay.

Springfield Golf Club, which
Head bought in August, was locked
down for part of the day. Several
area schools also were locked

WILHOIT

The sirens started whining
through the streets of the Robert-
son County town at 10:30 a.m. yes-
terday, and they didn’t stop for
three hours. ]

Scott said he hopes the incidents
don’t rob the town of 14,300 resi-
dents of its friendliness.

“It’s a good community. Every-
body knows everybody,” he said.
“I like being able to go down the
road and people say, ‘Hey, Officer
Scott.””

But the day’s events were all
anybody could talk about: Fhree
local businessmen were found
dead and another critically
wounded — in different places
throughout town.

“My phone rang off the wall for
a while,” said Terry Woodard,
whose T&] hardware store is just
down the road from Long’s Auto

Sales, where the second victim
was found. “Everybody in (my)
family has called, and people
(were) just wondering what was
going on.”

Some callers had tidbits of news.
Others shared their fears or added
fuel to the rampant rumor mill.

“Until people get it all figured
out, you're going to hear every-
thing,” said Woodard, who kept
the TV news on all day. “We all
watch too much CSI. Everybody
has become a crime investigator.”

But with local law enforcement
staying tight-lipped, some imagi-
nations were working overtime.

Schools and some businesses
went into lockdown for security.
And workers at some gas stations
and banks were on edge, worried
that they could be the next victims
in what appeared to be a crime

“Until people get it all figured out, you're going to
hear everything. We all watch too much CSI.
Everybody has become a crime investigator.”

— Terry Woodard, T8J hardware store

spree.

Friends and customers who
stopped by Sharon Cook’s flower
shop speculated about everything
from a mob hit to a recent card
game between the men that went
bad.

“In a town like this, rumors fly.
You hear all kinds of conflicting
things,” said Cook, who owns
Browning & Smith Floral & Gift
Shoppe on Memorial Boulevard.
There was also a lot of head-
scratching about how the four

men might have known each
other.

“We're all operating under the
assumption that something’s up. I
mean, all these people at once?”
Cook said.

“There has definitely got to be
some connection.”

Others said the men were
friendly with each other but didn’t
seem close.

“They were all friends, but they
didn’t really run together,” said
Philip Darrow, 42, who knew all

four men. “It was just an every-
now-and-again, occasional thing.”

Darrow said he wasn’t surprised
by speculation about a card game.

“I've heard about people gam-
bling — high stakes — but nothing
like this happened,” said Darrow,
who wouldn't venture a guess
about where the card games take
place. “It’s always hidden.”

Woodard said he hopes more
facts come out soon because many
of his friends and neighbors don’t
want to believe such crimes can
happen in their city.

“Everybody acts like they’re in
shock, but P'm not,” he said. “No
one is immune. It happens every-
where. It just doesn’t happen as
often here.” B

Claudette Riley can be reached at
criley@tennessean.com or 726-5964.
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Head’s home — Home of Steve Head, who was found dead there at 2901 Bluebird Drive in Springfield. Neighbor ES. Jones, who was told to
call 911 by a driver leaving Head'’s house, sald he hadn’t seen or heard anything unusual before then.

hootings: More
omuicides in a day
han 1n all 2003

“I think (three
homicides) would be
unusual for any big city,
let alone a small one.”
— Police Chief Mile Wilhoit

“We saw people running” from
the car-care center across the street
that Long also owned, said Mary
Blackburn. “His daughter was with
him. People heard her scream.”

The third victim, Wilks, was dis-
covered by retiree Roy Webb, 70, at
the warehouse space Webb rents.

“I came back and walked over
toward the end of that trailer, and
there lay a man, with blood all over
his upper torso,” Webb said.

After seeing Wilks’ body, Webb
said, he “gat out of there as fast as I
could” He dialed 911 on his cell
phone.

Springfield resident Fred Condra
made the final discovery: Lam’s

down, parents of schoolchildren
said.

After Long was shot, employees
from the Dixie Maid cafe next door
were stunned to find out what had
. happened. They hadn’t heard a
thing.

Former Nasco plant == The body of Jerry Lam, the last of the four gunshot victiins to be discovered,
was found behind the former Nasco Inc. consumer textile plant near First Avenue West and North Oak Street.

body behind Nasco. He had no idea
that police were searching for the
green truck, which he had not seen
before in the neighborhood. And
Condra thought the man inside was

sleeping,

“T walked around,” Condra said.
“I saw him laying down.”

Police soon converged on the
scene with their guns drawn. They
told Condra to back away:.

Wilks’ relatives were among the
many in town wondering what had
really happened.

“Donnie didn’t run with those
other people that got killed,” said
Wilks’ mother, Nancy Wilks. “He
may have known them, but they
didn’t associate.”

Wilks’ family also has heard that
someone had been yelling in Wilks’
yard the morning before the shoot-

ng.
Throughout the day, details were
repeated in factual and reshaped
versions all across town by friends,
relatives and spectators.
Some people made a day of it.

e

Long’ S dealership == The car dealership of Paul Long on Memorial Buulevard Long was in critical con-
dition last night.

“This is the biggest thing that’s
happened,” Denise Chatman of
Springfield said. “I've been going to
all the crime scenes; I want to see
what happened.”

Spectators traveled from site to

site, despite the pouring afternoon
rain. They stood in churchyards,
along tiny roads and on other peo-
ple’s porches as the real-life version
of CSI played out in their home-
tOWIL. -
Rumors would swirl that a high-
stakes card game among the four
acquaintances went wrong Thurs-
day night. Or maybe the mafia was
involved.

Wilks' family and friends say
they’ve heard the rumors about
Lam gambling away money but
they do not think Wilks was
involved.

Others aren’t sure what the truth
may be.

“There are card games in this
town,” said Lionel Powell, who
knew all four victims but isn’t con-
vinced the shootings were gam-
bling-related. “People play poker.
They come from Kentucky. They
used to run numbers here all the
time.

“When you live here any length

of time,” Powell continued, “you | Prize:upto LOFFE

hear it on the street.” B

Kelli Samantha Hewett is a staff writer. Con-
tact her at 726-5938, or khewett@tenness-
ean.com. Lea Ann Overstreet of the Robert-
son County Times, a Middle Tennessee
Community Newspaper, contributed to this

report.

Gambling:
Men’s names
had come up

In Prior cases

field, along with a third man.
Long, who was wounded,
was in critical condition last
night at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity Medical Center.

Joel Perry, an assistant dis-
trict attorney in Robertson
County, said Lam was con-
victed of aggravated gam-
bling promotion in April 1995.

Perry also said he was
familiar with Long, 49,

Lam “was sentenced to
probation,” he said. “And Mr.
Long, well,” he said with a
chuckle, “Mr. Long was very
interesting.”

Long has a felony burglary
conviction from 1984, said
Dent Morriss, also an assis-
tant district attorney in
Robertson County. Morriss
said Long also had besn an
associate of Thomas “Sonny
Boy” Sircy.

Sircy, 56, the owner of two
Robertson County mikets,
and his wife, Mabel Diniels
Sircy, 45, were brutally tor-
tured and slain in their
Springfield home in 1989.
Almost 10 years pssed
before two Georgia men
were charged in the killags.

“Mr. Long was in ncway
involved in Mr Scy's
demise, even though Mr.
Long lost his pickup truk to
Mr. Sircy in a game :few
days prior to Sircy’s da
Morriss said.

Forrest, the Metro plice
sergeant, said he knew oth-
ing of yesterday’s evel in
Springfield but said that;en-
erally speaking, high-skes
gambling can lead tovio-
lence.

“People get in over ieir
head and then they startim-
bling more money to t to
get themselves out of ét,”
he said. “T guess they uld
just lose all hope. Somne
could feel like they've ien
cheated and have a feeli of
overwhelming hopelessts,”

The officer said gips
such as Gamblers Any-
mous offer assistance to sse
in need.

He said its phone nuer
can be found on the baof
any lottery ticket.

“I think that was one ¢e
best things the lottery dd
have done,” Forrest saiyf
puttmg Gamblers An-
mous’ number on tic,
“Then, you know, if ye
sitting around, lookingt
1,000 stubs, you might nes
call” m
Michelle E. Shaw can be reache
259-8277 or shaw@tennessean.
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